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Then followed the abomination of dissolution, the rule
of the Inquisition and the blackness of darkness in
which Spain has been plunged ever since. In the land
where science was once supreme, the Spanish doctors
became noted for nothing but their ignorance and
incapacity. The arts of Toledo and Almeria faded into
insignificance. The land, deprived of the skilful irri-
gation of the Moors, grew impoverished and neglect-
ed, the richest and most fertile valleys languished and
were deserted, and most of the populous cities which
had filled every district in Andalusia, fell into ruin-
ous decay; and beggars, friars, and bandits took the
place of scholars, merchants and knights. So low fell
Spain when she had driven away the Moors. Such is
the melancholy contrast offered by her history.
Thus was the tragedy of the Moriscoes, and thus
was the end of Moorish civilization. Perhaps there
is, in those verses of Abul Baka al-Rondi, in his9
famous elegy of Muslim Spain, the best interpretation
of this eternal tragedy which nations, empires and
civilizations must eternally go through :
Everything once complete must wane; no man
must be allured by happy life;
Things, as you see, are only decades ; who may be
happy once, may often be unhappy;
And this world spares nobody; and never remains
the same;
Time inevitably destroys every enjoyment, when-
ever swords and lances may fail;
And every sword goes to mortality; although
this may be Ibn Zi~Yazin, and the sheath
may be Ghomdan.